
Page 1 of 4 
 

Jerusalem Media Office—The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem 

On Ascension Day, May 13, 2021, the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem celebrated the 

Installation of The Most Reverend Dr. Hosam Elias Naoum as the Anglican Archbishop in 

Jerusalem, and the fifteenth Anglican Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem.  

Despite the pain and sorrow caused by the current situation in the Holy Land—and 

especially in Jerusalem, and for the Palestinian people—the church celebrated with the 

hope of a new beginning. The Cathedral of St. George the Martyr in East Jerusalem was 

filled with joy due to the Installation of their new archbishop. In attendance were 

bishops from the Anglican Communion, our retired archbishop, Bishop Suheil, and the 

Heads of the Churches in Jerusalem. Also present were our priests from Palestine and 

Israel, representatives of parish vestries, the Heads of Diocesan Institutions, 

parishioners from St. George’s Cathedral, and diplomatic and civic leaders.  

After the guests were all seated, the Reverend Wadie Far announced the beginning of 

the Installation Service, with the first procession then entering the Cathedral. Following 

the first hymn, all present fixed their eyes upon the main doors of the Cathedral in 

anticipation of the arrival of the new bishop. Bishop Hosam then knocked loudly on the 

door with his personal crozier, requesting to be admitted to the Cathedral and to be 

installed with full episcopal rights in the Cathedral Church of Saint George the Martyr. 

After being admitted, Bishop Hosam went on to ask the congregation for their prayers, 

that he might be a faithful pastor and a true Father in God to the glory of Christ. 

Welcoming the new bishop was a group representing all people of the Diocese. This 

entourage included both English and Arabic speaking clergy as well as representatives 

from the Heads of the Institutions and the Diocesan Women’s and Youth Ministries. 

Following the entrance of the second procession, the Diocesan Chancellor, Mr. Maher 

Shehadeh, read the Mandate for the Installation in Arabic according the Canon Law, 

followed by Mrs. Marion Jadon reading it in English. 

The Installation Rite concluded with Archbishop Hosam sitting on the Cathedra after 

having received the diocesan crosier from his predecessor, Bishop Suheil. Archbishop 

Michael Lewis, Primate of the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East, then 

introduced to the congregation Archbishop Hosam and his wife Rafa, along with their 

children, Wadie, Laurice, and Krista. They in turn welcomed them with loud applause.  
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Words of greeting then ensued. The Most Reverend Michael Lewis began by offering his 

welcome to the newly installed Archbishop. His remarks were followed by the reading of 

a letter from the Most Reverend and Right Honorable Justin Welby, Archbishop of 

Canterbury, by Bishop Christopher Chessun, the Bishop of Southwark, followed by his 

own words of congratulations. Mr. Philip Hall, outgoing British Consul General, 

continued the litany, reading a letter of greetings from Charles, Prince of Wales. Then 

both Patriarch Theophilos III, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch, and Patriarch Pierbattista 

Pizzaballa, the Latin Patriarch, offered their expressions of congratulations, emphasizing 

the strength of their relationships with the Episcopal Church and especially with 

Archbishop Hosam through his ministry as the Secretary to the Heads of the Churches in 

Jerusalem. Last of all, the Reverend Canon Dr. Donald Binder, Chaplain to Archbishop 

Hosam, read a letter of greetings from the Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding 

Bishop of the Episcopal Church (USA), under whom Canon Binder serves as a missionary 

to the Diocese of Jerusalem.  

The new archbishop then presided over the Eucharist. The service as a whole was 

enriched by wonderful hymns that were played by our own Cathedral Organist, Mrs. 

Inna Dudakova, accompanied by an orchestra that was led by Maestro Nizar Khater. 

During the communion, Reverend Canon Fouad Dagher served a vocal soloist for several 

anthems. 

Earlier in the service, Archbishop Hosam’s sermon focused on the tenth verse of the 

tenth chapter of the Gospel of Saint John, “I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly” (NRSV). In his inaugural words, the new Archbishop laid out his vision and 

plan for the future ministry of the Diocese in its five regions through its congregations 

and Institutions:  

In Christ, there is spiritual abundance even in the midst of material scarcity. 

There is power in his love, his justice, and his mercy. That spiritual power 

leads us onto a path of celebration where we don’t just talk the talk, but we 

walk the walk. In the afterglow of Christ’s Resurrection, he calls us to live 

into the joy of what he did in leading the ultimate life, ending it by giving up 

his life for us—and then rising victorious from the grave.  

But today on Ascension Day, there is a shift in emphasis in our Easter 

season liturgy. The Risen Christ is now ascending to the right hand of the 

Father, reminding us of our place in the created order—reminding us that, 
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as we remain here on earth to do the Lord’s work, we are called to ascend 

in heart and mind where Christ is. In other words, we must seek to have the 

heart and mind of Christ. As St. Paul wrote to the Philippians: “Let the same 

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” (2:5). 

And so, we must clothe ourselves in the mind of Christ. Here, in the city of 

the Resurrection, we must be people of the Resurrection, always looking to 

God’s light, life, and hope for us and the whole world. And so, my vision for 

our church is that we collectively reflect the mind of Christ.  

This means, first and foremost, that we as the body of Christ are invited to 

face to the true north of our faith, which is to live in the light of the 

Kingdom of God and to seek God’s righteousness. All are welcome and 

included in this vision. As Christ has embraced us, so are we to embrace 

and include all God’s people in reflecting Christ’s love for the world. 

Archbishop Hosam then thanked the Heads of the Churches of Jerusalem “for receiving 

[him] as a brother and fellow servant of Christ.” He urged them to “always remember 

together our Lord’s Priestly Prayer in John 17 that ‘we all may be one,’ for this too 

reflects the mind of Christ.” Next, to the representatives of the different Abrahamic 

faiths, he stated: 

We are all entrusted in our ways and traditions to strive to create a better 

life for our communities. Yet our missions are similar: we must preserve the 

character of Jerusalem as “The City of Peace.” And so, I look forward to 

joining with you in continuing to “pray for the peace of Jerusalem,” so that 

we might all prosper together, as the Psalmist once proclaimed (Ps. 122:6). 

Archbishop Hosam went on to offer these words of thanks and encouragement to the 

Diocese’s international partners: 

I would like to express my deepest gratitude for all your prayers and 

support for the Diocese of Jerusalem and the people of the Holy Land. You 

not only remind us of the love of God poured out through the wider church, 

but you also continue the work of St. Paul when he challenged his churches 

in the Diaspora to contribute to the work of the saints in Jerusalem (Rom 

15:25-26). You are truly for us a manifestation of the greater Body of Christ.  
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For as St. Paul elsewhere wrote, “if one member suffers, all suffer . . .  if one 

member is honored, all rejoice together” (1 Cor 12:26). And so, I thank you 

for being with us in both our times of joy and our times of need. 

Then, looking to his fellow clergy in the Diocese, Archbishop Hosam said: “Thank you for 

all that you are doing and for the ministry in which you engage. I am looking forward to 

working with you so that together we might bring life, hope, and light to the people who 

are under our care. I pray that, as we join our hands to participate in God’s mission in 

and for the world, we will have the same mind of Christ in all humility, love, and care for 

the people of God.” Finally Archbishop Hosam offered words of thanks to his family and 

friends, and especially to his wife Rafa, whom he called his greatest support.  

Archbishop Hosam concluded his sermon with a prayer, asking for God’s blessing upon 

his vision for the ministry of the Diocese of Jerusalem under his episcopacy—one that 

emphasizes the importance of team work and inclusivity, where all members of the 

Body of Christ work together for peace and justice, for care of the poor and needy, for 

positive ecumenical and interfaith relationships, and for advancing the prophetic voice 

of the church. 

After the service concluded, Archbishop Hosam and his family received personal 

greetings from all who are present in the Cathedral courtyard. All then gathered in the 

Bishop’s Peace Garden for a reception in honor of their new Archbishop.  


